WORKFORCE OBSERVATIONS

FOR SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN COUNTIES

JuLy 2003

June Local Labor Scene

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for the Janes-
ville/Beloit Metropolitan Area was unchanged in June at
6.3 percent. The 6.3 percent figure is 0.4 percentage points
lower than the 6.7 percent rate recorded in June 2002.
Wisconsin's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was
estimated at 5.6 percent in June, 0.2 percentage points
higher than May's rate of 5.4 percent.

Five out of six Southwest Counties experienced increasing
unadjusted unemployment rates in June, joining the 66 of
Wisconsin's 72 counties that had higher unadjusted unem-
ployment rates in June than in May. lowa Country was one
of only six Wisconsin Counties where unemployment de-
clined in June, as compared to May. June is a vibrant month
with respect to the labor force and characteristically shows

Metro Rate Unchanged, State & National Rates Increase
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Annual growth in jobs were found in services-producing
industries as the goods producing sectors of construction
and manufacturing continue to show an annual employment
decrease.

National Notes

Average weekly earnings of America's full-time wage and
salary workers were $616 in the second quarter of 2003,
the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported this month. This
was 1.8 percent higher than a year earlier, compared with a
gain of 2.2 percent in the Consumer Price Index .

The 2001 recession, the nation's first downturn in ten years,
officially ended in November 2001, only eight months after
it had begun, the National Bureau of Economic Research
recently declared. The National Bureau of Economic Re-
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labor markets can not absorb all the new entrants to the
labor market in one month (June).

Statewide Notes

Total non-farm wage and salary employment in Wisconsin
increased by 30,800 jobs over the month to a total of
2,828,900 jobs. Leading the gaining industries were 10,600
more jobs in the leisure and hospitality sector, which in-
cludes employment in food and accommodation services
and in arts, entertainment, and recreation.
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(the highest national rate since April 1994), and the number
of people collecting jobless benefits hit a 20 year high during
June 2003.

There are signs that the long downward spiral of the US
manufacturing sector may have hit bottom. The US Com-
merce Department reported that orders for durable goods,
items meant to last three years or longer, rose a stronger-
than-expected 2.1 percent in June, the largest gain in nearly
a year. Shipments rose 1.3 percent in June and unfilled or-
ders increased 0.1 of a percentage point.



Southwestern Wisconsin Workforce Development Area

June 2003 Grant Green lowa Lafayette Richland Rock Region Non MSA's * Wisconsin
Civilian Labor Force** 25,313 17,485 13,992 7,531 8,552 81,113 153,986 72,873 3,164,047
Employed 23,900 16,332 13,495 7,049 8,145 75,672 144,593 68,921 2,982,426
Unemployed 1,413 1,153 497 482 407 5,441 9,393 3,952 181,621
Unemployment rate(%) 5.6 6.6 3.6 6.4 4.8 6.7 6.1 5.4 5.7
Total Nonfarm (NFWS) *** 19,200 13,800 11,100 3,730 6,000 68,900 122,700 53,800 2,828,900
Total Private 14,400 11,700 9,500 2,600 4,900 60,000 103,000 43,000 2,410,600
Goods Producing 3,700 3,600 1,200 670 1,800 18,900 29.900 11,000 648,700
Service Producing 15,500 10,100 9,900 3,060 4,200 50,000 92,700 42,700 2,180,200
Constr., Mining & Nat.Rsrcs 700 800 600 160 200 3,100 5,500 2,400 129,400
Manufacturing 3,000 2,800 600 510 1,600 15,800 24,400 8,600 519,300
Trade 2,800 2,600 5,300 690 1,100 12,900 25,300 12,400 440,200
Transportation & Utilities 500 300 300 190 100 2.700 4,200 1,500 321,400
Financial Activities 1,100 400 200 190 300 2,000 4,300 2,300 158,700
Education and Health Services 2,300 2,200 900 310 600 8,500 14,800 6,300 361,200
Leisure & Hospitality 1,800 1,500 1,200 280 500 6,100 11,400 5,300 256,400
Info., Prof.& Bus. Svcs, Other Svcs 2,100 1,100 400 280 400 8,900 13,100 4,200 958,400
Total Government 4.820 2,080 1,570 1,130 1,130 8,900 19.600 10,700 418,300
Federal 170 100 90 70 60 300 800 500 28,600
State 1,600 40 100 40 160 500 2,400 1,900 95,300
Local 3.060 1,940 1,380 1,020 920 8,100 16,400 8.300 294,400
Change from one month ago May 2003
Civilian Labor Force** 110 460 -300 30 0 2,100 2,400 300 87,500
Employed 10 350 -230 -40 -80 1,400 1,400 0 62,000
Unemployed 100 100 -70 60 70 700 1,000 300 25,500
Unemployment rate(%) 0.4 0.4 -0.4 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.6
Total Nonfarm (NFWS)*** -100 240 -260 -20 -90 800 600 -200 30,800
Percent change NFWS last month -0.5% 1.7% -2.3% -0.6% -1.4% 1.2% 0.5% -0.4% 1.1%
Total Private 200 200 -300 0 0 1.000 1.200 200 36,400
Goods Producing 200 0 100 20 0 500 800 300 9,200
Service Producing -300 200 -300 -50 -100 300 -200 -500 21,600
Constr., Mining & Nat.Rsrcs 50 30 40 10 10 100 200 100 6,200
Manufacturing 140 -20 30 10 10 400 600 200 3,000
Trade 40 90 -470 10 0 100 -200 -300 7,800
Transportation & Utilities -20 0 0 -10 0 0 0 0 5,600
Financial Activities 10 10 10 10 0 100 100 0 2,400
Education and Health Services 10 20 -20 0 10 -100 -100 0 -2,000
Leisure & Hospitality 20 50 90 20 10 100 300 200 10,600
Info., Prof.& Bus. Svcs, Other Svcs 0 20 10 -40 0 300 300 0 8.000
Total Government -340 40 60 -20 -120 -200 -600 -400 -5,600
Federal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -100
State -390 0 10 10 -40 0 -400 -400 -6,900
Local 50 30 50 -30 -80 -200 -200 0 1,400
Change from one year ago June 2002
Civilian Labor Force* 860 -650 80 140 70 1,600 2,100 500 79,700
Employed 750 -660 -420 150 80 1,800 2,300 400 68,000
Unemployed 110 10 -40 -10 -10 -200 -200 100 11,700
Unemployment rate(%) 0.3 0.3 -0.3 -0.3 -0.1 -0.4 -0.2 0.0 0.2
Total Nonfarm (NFWS)*** 340 -810 -80 50 -30 600 100 -500 5,500
Percent change NFWS last year 1.8% -5.6% -0.7% 1.3% -0.5% 0.9% 0.1% -1.0% 0.2%
Total Private 300 -800 -100 100 0 700 300 -400 600
Goods Producing -100 -200 -100 0 -100 100 -300 -400 -22,600
Service Producing 400 -600 0 50 0 500 400 -100 28,200
Constr., Mining & Nat.Rsrcs -20 90 -10 10 0 -100 0 100 -8,200
Manufacturing -40 -320 -40 -10 -80 200 -300 -500 -14,500
Trade -30 -400 -150 20 -10 600 0 -600 6.500
Transportation & Utilities 40 40 10 0 0 -100 0 100 3,200
Financial Activities 100 10 10 0 40 0 200 100 4,000
Education and Health Services 40 -10 30 50 30 100 300 100 2,200
Leisure & Hospitality 180 230 90 40 40 -200 400 600 -500
Info., Prof.& Bus. Svcs, Other Svcs 30 -400 -40 0 20 100 -300 -400 15,300
Total Government 30 -50 20 -60 -70 -50 -200 -100 4,900
Federal -20 -10 0 0 0 -50 -100 0 -1,600
State 60 -10 10 10 -10 60 100 100 2,200
Local -10 -40 20 -70 -60 -60 -200 -100 4,400

* Five counties, excluding Rock County ** Includes participants residing in area.
Current month estimates are preliminary. Totals may not add due to rounding. Calculations based on unrounded numbers. NFWS data is benchmarked to 3/2002

*** Includes employment with employers located in area.

Estimates are NOT seasonally adjusted.

Look for the most current Labor Market Information at: http://www.dwd.state.wi.us/Imi/

Direct questions and comments to:

William Brockmiller, Labor Market Analyst

La Crosse Job Center, 402 North 8th Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601
608-785-9337 E-mail: william.brockmiller@dwd.state.wi.us




